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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER: LOCAL POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE 

REF SANTO DOMINGO 4880 

DURING MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER DESCRIBED ELSEWHERE, I 
MENTIONED THAT OPPOSITION POLITICAL LEADERS IN CONTACT WITH EMBASSY 
OFFICIALS WERE EXPRESSING THEIR SATISFACTION OVER THE CLIMATE OF 
FREEDOM FOR THEIR POLITICAL ACTIVITIES THAT CURRENTLY PREVAILED. 

THEY CONTRASTED THE ABSENCE OF HARASSMENT WITH THE OBSTACLES 
PLACED IN THEIR PATHS FOUR YEARS AGO. I SAID THAT I CONSIDERED 
THESE REPORTS TO BE SIGNIFICANT AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
AN ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO FREE ELECTIONS WOULD CONTINUE, 
CONSONANT WITH THE GODR'S AVOWED RESPECT FOR HUMAN AND 
CIVIL RIGHTS. 
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